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A new campus in the heart of the city

The University of Bristol is investing in the development of 

a new state-of-the art campus on the east side of Temple 

Meads station. 

Part of a wider regeneration of the Temple Quarter area, the 

new campus will:

• help create a new vibrant and inclusive city district in 

Temple Quarter

• contribute to economic growth and job creation

• enable better connections between the east of Bristol and 

the city centre with new walking and cycling paths 

• help unlock new routes into Temple Meads station 

Temple Quarter Enterprise Campus will be open to everyone. 

Food and drink outlets and a programme of social and 

cultural events during the day and evenings will help to create 

a lively and welcoming place for the University community, 

visitors and for the people of the wider city.

Pioneering digital, business and social innovation 

Temple Quarter Enterprise Campus is a place to do things 

differently. We will bring together world-leading researchers, 

educators and innovators from science, engineering, social 

sciences and enterprise to develop fresh perspectives and 

explore the impact and benefits of digital technologies on all 

aspects of our lives. 

Students, academics, researchers, businesses and the local 

community will work together in a vibrant and collaborative 

environment to deliver innovation at scale and tackle global 

challenges that affect our society.
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• We will build a campus that’s at the forefront of digital and 

business research, education, skills and innovation.

• Our building designs will be forward-thinking with inspiring 

spaces for teaching, learning, research, living, working and 

relaxing.

• We will put economic, social and environmental 

sustainability at the heart of our campus.

• Our campus will be a centre of interdisciplinary creativity 

for staff, students and new collaborators.

• We will work with local communities, employers, and 

public services to create a campus that’s embedded in the 

life of the city.

• We will create new public walking, cycling and bus routes, 

and encourage staff and students to leave their cars at 

home.

Share your view

We have worked with communities, businesses and Bristol 

City Council to shape our plans and are now ready to share 

our updated plan. The public consultation to support the next 

stage of the planning process will take place in two phases:

Phase One: 11 April to 1 May 2019 

This public consultation will focus on the detailed design of 

the student residential accommodation, located on Temple 

Island (formerly known as Arena Island) and present the latest 

masterplan to show the evolution of the plans.

Phase Two: July/August 2019

A second public consultation will follow to include the detailed 

design of the academic buildings and masterplan, located on 

the site of the former Cattle Market.  

Visit www.bristol.ac.uk/templequarter to view our plans, 

complete our online survey or find out when and where 

you can meet the team in person. 

Or for further information, please contact:

Avril Baker Consultancy – Consultation Co-ordinators 

T: 0117 977 2002

E: temple-quarter@bristol.ac.uk  

Temple Quarter Enterprise Zone

Clifton Campus

Temple Quarter Enterprise Campus
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Jan 2016

Jun 2017

Nov 2017

Jun 2018

Aug 2018

Jan 2019

Apr 2019

Sep 2019

2020

2022

Sep 2017

Jul 2018

May 

2019

Jul / Aug 

2019

Start

Masterplan Public Consultation

Round 1

Outline Planning Application submitted

(REF: 17/06459/P)

Illustrative Masterplan amended 

Supporting documents submitted

Equitix and Campus Living Villages 

appointment as residential development 

partners

Demolition started on the former Royal Mail 

Sorting Office

Public consultation on the detailed design of 

the student residential accommodation

Academic buildings Reserved Matters 

Planning application submission due

Start of work on site

Anticipated Campus opening

Masterplan Public Consultation

Round 2

Outline Planning Application

Resolution to grant consent

Student residential accommodation 

Reserved Matters Planning application 

submission due

Public consultation on the detailed designs 

of the academic buildings

Site Views © Chris Guy
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Outline Planning

The Outline Planning Application sought permission to 
develop a mixed-use University Campus with up to   
82,395 sqm of floor space including up to 1,500 students 
beds.  At the Outline stage we effectively applied for 
permission for the ‘principle’ of development and the means 
of access to the sites, however, the maximum height and 
amount of development were also fixed.
  
In July 2018 Bristol City Council’s planning committee agreed 
to approve the Outline application, subject to final details.  
We are currently agreeing those final points with the City 
Council and expect the permission to be approved very 
soon.  

 
Next Steps

The next stage is to make Reserved Matters Applications for 
the detailed design of the scheme; i.e. the information not 
included in the Outline Planning Application. This relates to:
 
• Appearance – the aspects of a building or place within 

the development which determine the visual impression 
the building or place makes, including the external built 
form of the development, its architecture, materials, 
decoration, lighting, colour and texture. 

• Landscaping – the treatment of land (other than buildings) 
for the purpose of enhancing or protecting the amenities 
of the site and the area in which it is situated and 
includes: (a) screening by fences, walls or other means; 
(b) the planting of trees, hedges, shrubs or grass; (c) the 
formation of banks, terraces or other earthworks; (d) the 
laying out or provision of gardens, courts, squares, water 
features, sculpture or public art; and (e) the provision of 
other amenity features. 

• Layout  – the way in which buildings, routes and open 
spaces within the development are provided, situated and 
orientated in relation to each other and to buildings and 
spaces outside the development. 

• Scale – the height, width and length of each building 
proposed within the development in relation to its 
surroundings. 

It is these detailed design elements for the student residential 
scheme which are currently subject to consultation.  
 
Following the submission of the Outline Application Bristol 
City Council adopted the ‘Urban Living SPD: Making 
successful places at higher densities (November 2018).  Our 
design team has considered the SPD when preparing the 
plans which are currently subject to consultation.

View from Temple Gate

Grade 1 Listed buildings and structures

Grade 2 Listed buildings and structures

Locally listed buildings and structures

Map courtesy of BCCKnow Your Place - Listed Buildings Map 

Height Parameter Plan, extract from Outline Planning Application
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Sorting office demolition

River Avon

Sorting office demolition

Temple Island

The site is situated 1 mile south-east of Bristol City centre immediately to the east of Bristol Temple Meads Station. It is divided into two parcels; the former 
Cattle Market site of approximately 2.2 hectares (ha) and the northern part of the Temple Island, approximately 0.7 ha.

The proposed development is located within the Temple Quarter Enterprise Zone (TQEZ). Both land parcels are accessed from Cattle Market Road from 
the west and from Feeder Road to the east. Cattle Market Road has recently been altered to a single one-way carriageway running west to east with an 
enhanced pedestrian and cycle way.
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Aerial View Existing

Site Views © Chris GuySite Outline on Satellite View © Google MapsOpportunities and Constraints Diagram

Cattle Market Site
• Former location of cattle market 

and latterly the Royal Mail 
sorting office, currently under 
demolition

• Bordered by Temple Meads 
to the west, with retaining wall 
supporting the railway line 
and station platforms, Floating 
Harbour to the east, and Cattle 
Market Road to the south

Temple Island Site
• Former location of the diesel 

depot
• Connected with Cattle Market 

Road by the new Brock’s Bridge
• In 2016 Outline Planning 

Consent was granted for 
a mixed-use development 
on the southern portion of 
the site as part of the Arena 
planning application. Alternative 
proposals are expected for the 
site later this year.

Sorting office demolition

Cattle Market Site

Temple Island Site

River Avon

Totterdown Basin

Floating Harbour
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The masterplan is now more cohesive, functional and works harder to enhance its context. Student residences, formerly divided between the two sites, are 
now exclusively located on the Temple Island site. On Cattle Market there are now two University buildings, formerly three. This allows for a greater focus on 
public realm, with a larger station square and a public campus heart. 

Similar to much of Bristol’s quay side, the main University building addresses the water, carefully designed with pedestrian permeability from Temple Meads 
to the Floating Harbour. The masterplan is designed to bring life and vibrancy, education and enjoyment to this developing quarter of the city. 

*

Summary of Changes since June 
2018

Two buildings have been replaced 
by one and reduced in height by 
one storey

A large south-facing terrace 
addresses the Totterdown Basin, 
with servicing beneath

Entrances are located in a highly 
active open arcade connecting to 
the Floating Harbour

Proposed new Temple Meads 
Station entrance (by others) with 
larger station square

University building, student 
residences omitted from Cattle 
Market site

The cycle path is reconfigured 
and more rational

Student Residential within agreed 
height parameters

Aerial View Proposed

Illustrative Masterplan June 2018Illustrative Masterplan April 2019Principal 
Relationships

Key Site 
Moves

Assets and 
Views

North West View

South West View
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The masterplan design takes into account the aspirations for improved connectivity in BCC’s Spatial Framework, as shown in its ‘Pedestrian Route 
Improvements’ diagram. 

This includes creating new public routes through the Cattle Market and Temple Island sites, making both accessible for the first time. The Spatial Framework 
also shows aspirations for connections to Temple Meads Station from the east and connections from the Cattle Market site to Avon Street in the north east. 
The masterplan safeguards these connections while we discuss them with BCC and Network Rail. 

The two sites will be connected to the existing public transport interchange at Temple 
Meads Station via the recently upgraded Cattle Market Road and the Harbour Walkway. The 
proposals include a new transport ‘hub’ at the entrance to the Cattle Market site which could 
accommodate both extended public and University bus services.

The University is currently in discussions with Bristol City Council to agree a package of 
measures to improve off site connectivity and ensure that the new Campus will not unduly 
disrupt existing communities. Those measure include future bus routes, changes to existing 
parking zones, improved walking and cycling links, contributions to junction enhancements to 
aid bus linkages and improvements to Totterdown Basin.

1. Brunel Mile

5. Silverthorne Lane-Wesley way2. Victoria Street

6. Connection to Temple Island3. Old Market Bus Hub Link

7. Bath Road Promenade4. Bristol to Bath Railway Path

8. Redcliffe Hill Bus Hub Link

9. Station Street

Spatial Framework Connections Diagram 
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The landscape and public realm proposals draw on design principles set within the Temple Quarter Spatial Framework. We propose an attractive and 
accessible public realm and landscape, creating a range of character areas and a high-quality setting for the new buildings. 

The proposals will respond to the locale and seek to maximise green infrastructure opportunities for improving the waterside edge, linking and integrating 
the site with the nearby areas, and providing nature conservation enhancements. The total new public realm equates to approximately 95% of the area of 
Queens Square

EXTERNAL SPACES MATRIX SPATIAL FRAMEWORK EVENTS & ACTIVITIES HABITAT & BIODIVERSITY

CAMPUS HEART FLOATING HARBOUR CATTLEMARKET ROAD CITY QUAD SPORT CLUSTERSTATION SQUARE SOCIAL/STUDY CLUSTER ROOF GARDENRIVER WALK/VIEW

CM2

Station Square

Cycle Lane
Taxi Drop Off

Bus Hub

City Quad

Outdoor Gym Cluster

Main Entrance

Totterdown Basin

Service Access

Social Study Cluster

Roof Terrace

Riverside Walk

South Facing Terrace

Ramp up to +10.52 level

Green Harbour Edge

Floating Harbour Walkway (by others)

Potential Bridge (by others)

Arrivals Square
Level Access to +10.52 level

Covered Public Realm
Proposed Station Entrance (by others)

Network Rail Easement & Emergency 
Access Ramped Route
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Images © Jack Hobhouse, Phil Bourne and Jean-Christophe Benoist
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The residential buildings for Temple Island are intended to act as an urban 
landmark for the University and the city.

The buildings are up to 21 storeys high and arranged around a large 
courtyard which will provide a focal point for this part of the campus while 
opening up views to the emerging campus and the water. 

Primary access to the courtyard is via a grand entrance which is flanked 
by key retail offerings. Communal uses are located along all key ground 
floor frontages to animate the public realm surrounding the building.

The ground floor provides a 24hr student hub along with associated 
commercial uses adjacent the main entrance. 953 student bedrooms are 
provided from the first floor and above with student well-being and future 
flexibility being key themes in driving the design. Further student communal 
areas are located on the 9th floor along with a large roof terrace. Bike 
storage is provided in the basement. The accommodation is provided for 
Post Graduate Students who typically are residents for up to one year.

The building massing wraps around the central courtyard, with taller 
elements rising up to the north. The taller elements act as a clear marker, 
while also ensuring no over shadowing of the courtyard or neighbouring 
(emerging) development.

Aerial overview.

Illustrative View.  Valentine Bridge looking South.

Illustrative View.  Bottom of Temple Meads ramp looking East. (Spatial framework in white)

Illustrative View.  Feeder canal looking South West. (Spatial framework shown in white)

Illustrative View.  Temple Meads approach looking South East.

Ground floor and public realm.

Diagram showing the residential buildings in the context of other Bristol tall buildings

Residential Buildings

Residential Buildings

Residential Buildings

Residential Buildings
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Floors 03 - 08 Plan

Floor L09 Plan

Floors 12 - 15 Plan

Main approach to building - A civil gateway

Multifunctional space - Flexible use

Room with a view

Main foyer and reception - 24hr hub

Gym fitness facilities

Communal roof terrace

Commercial spaces - Active focal points

Social learning spaces

Cluster kitchen

Ground Floor Plan

4

12

6

12

7

4

10

10

10

10

11

11

11

11
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6
14

3
9

2

15

1

13

16

12

13

1. Reception / lobby

2.  Staff office and welfare facilities

3.  Post store

4.  Study spaces

5.  Multi-functional space

6.  Meeting rooms

7.  Laundry

8. Access to basement gym

9. Store

10.  Stair core

11. Bin store

12.  Back of house

13.  Commercial unit

14. WC

15.  Pastoral office

16. Show flat 

River Avon
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Emerging view from Cattle Market Road. (White box indicative of potential development by others)

Close up of emerging facade design and materiality

Facade design and materiality at the ‘base’Emerging view from station platform. (White box indicative of potential development by others)

As a key urban landmark, the scheme must be sensitive to the historical 
context of the city while also reflecting the innovative and ambitious nature of 
the campus and the University.

The proportion and scale of the residential buildings are enhanced by a visually 
striking palette of materials that meet the expectations of the University of 
Bristol and BCC. Overall, the proposals seek to demonstrate an enduring 

material quality that sits comfortably with the immediate surroundings and 
stands the test of time.

The aluminium cladding proposed for the facade is a robust material that 
reflects the industrial heritage of the site. As well as being a very lightweight 
and recyclable material, aluminium is also a very versatile material, allowing for 
a range finishes as both solid and perforated/mesh panels.

01. Solid Mass

04. City Scale

02. Townscape Cuts

05. Vertical Room Grid

03. Express Volumes

06. Block Identity
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River Avon City quadRiver bank Sport cluster outdoor gym Shared 
space

Biodiversity 
roof

Roof garden Spill out

AR2 

River Avon River bank look out 
point in elevation 

Study/social cluster Shared 
space

Shared space Biodiversity 
roof

Roof garden Spill out

AR2 

12. Residential Landscape & Public Realm

AR3

AR2

AR1

Designated accessible car parking

Walking route 

DESIGNATED ACCESSIBLE CAR PARKING PEDESTRIAN ACCESS

Pedestrian public realm

AR3

AR2

AR1

DELIVERIES STRATEGY

Secure external delivery lockers

Delivery drop-off point 

REFUSE COLLECTION

Internal Bin Stores

External Refuse Vehicle Tracking

Internal Route of Bins to Final Pick Up

ACCESS STRATEGY

EMERGENCY VEHICULAR ACCESS

Maintenance emergency vehicle route.
Police, Fire Tender, Ambulance (Bristol City 
Emergency Services) and University of Bristol 
Campus Emergency Vehicle. 

THIRD PARTY EASEMENTS

Existing Wessex Water Chamber 

Maintenance vehicle route 

Network Rail access to railway retaining wall
(5m easement)

Access to Brock’s Bridge Chamber

N R

THE GYM GROVE

RIVER WALK

THE SOCIAL GROVE

LOOK OUT POINTS

ROOF TERRACE

CITY QUAD

BIODIVERSITY ROOF

THE STUDY GROVE

LANDSCAPE TYPES

EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES 

TYPICAL SECTIONS 

City QuadFootway Footway

AR 3

Shared Space 
Railway Easement

Shared Space 
Cycle Parking

AR1

Shared Space 
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The residential team lead by AHMM and supported by Arup has 
designed residential buildings that respond to the constraints of 
Temple Island.
The buildings incorporate flexibility in communal spaces whilst 
maximising space in the cluster flats. Throughout the design 
the available daylight, the building environment, energy use, 
sustainability and occupational comfort have all been carefully 
considered. The design also provides a road map to achieving 
the BREEAM Excellent target.

Engineering Focus
The engineering focus has been on developing a sustainable, 
low energy design on a complex brownfield site.

We have responded with innovative engineering solutions to 
meet the site constraints. The building infrastructure will also 
integrate into a developing digital campus. The engineering of 
the buildings has focused on providing the users with a safe, 
accessible, secure and comfortable environment with particular 
emphasis on fire safety, through the careful specification and 
design of the facade and provision of sprinklers throughout; 
addressing the acoustic challenges from the adjacent railway 
and creating an exemplar sustainable building.

Resources Energy, Materials and Water 
Along with lighting, the two largest sources of energy use will 
be hot water and space heating. Hot water usage has been 
reduced by recycling the heat from the shower waste water and 
connecting in to the Bristol City Council district heat network.

By specifying a superior building envelope, we have minimised 
heat loss and the energy required for space heating.  

Water resources are protected by recycling waste water 
from showers. We are maximising the use of low carbon 
technologies such as photovoltaics.

Embodied carbon and lifetime carbon use levels have been key 
criteria throughout the design and in the selection of materials.

Environment
The site has a long history of industrial use and the new 
development will build on previous efforts to remediate the site 
from contamination to benefit the local environment and water 
quality in the adjacent River Avon.

Minimising vehicle usage and utilising the Bristol City Council 
district heat network will provide heat energy and support air 
quality targets.

Community
Enhancing the health, safety and wellbeing of staff, students 
and visitors has been a core principle throughout. Our focus 
has been on mitigating the effects of the wind at ground level 
and in creating a well-lit, secure and accessible public realm.

Connectivity
The campus is car free, apart from accessible parking, 
deliveries and emergency vehicles. There is ample provision 
for secure bicycle parking, access to public transport and safe 
walking and cycling routes. 

The Campus is a digital campus. Resilience and future digital 
needs have been built into the design.

Building Long Term Value
The structural frame solution allows for the spaces to 
remodelled in the future to accommodate changes. Flood risk 
has been mitigated by maintaining ground floor levels above the 
predicted sea level in 100 years’ time and the higher intensity 
storms that are forecast to become more common.

The facade and mechanical systems have been designed to 
deal with future climate change predictions and mechanical 
cooling is provided to avoid obsolescence.

Resources Environment Community Connectivity
Building long 

term value

V IS ION
A restorative campus built on the principles of the circular economy

ENERGY AND 
WATER

MATERIALS

Facade performance, 
hot water heat 

recovery, lighting 
control, grey water 

reuse

Low embodied 
carbon, recycled 

materials

Low carbon 
technology (PVs), 

materials embodied 
carbon, energy use, 

flood risk

Local amenities, 
health and 
wellbeing, 

comfortable and 
safe public realm

Academic, 
industry, residential

Car free campus, 
rail, bus, safe 
cycling and 

walking routes

Resilience and 
future digital needs

Floor plate 
flexibility and 
future uses 
considered

BREEAM excellent 
2018

Regeneration of 
contaminated land

BROWN FIELD 
SITE

CLIMATE 
CHANGE

URBAN 
ENVIRONMENT

LOCAL 
ECONOMY

TRAVEL

DIGITAL 
CAMPUS

FLEXIBLE 
DESIGN

HIGH 
PERFORMANCE 

FACADE

SUCCESSFUL REGENERATION CONSIDERATIONS

NOISE 
POLLUTION

RIVER

EXISTING 
INFRASTRUCTURE

BRIDGEVIBRATION

WIND

DAYLIGHTING 
WHILST PROVIDING 

SHADING

CONDENSATION 
ANALYSIS AND THERMAL 

PERFORMANCE

G VALUE 
DAYLIGHTING, 
REFLECTIVITY 

STUDIES FOR RAIL




